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inflicted or lawful rights violated. A just peace must therefore
be the ultimate object of war, which must be conducted cum
moderamine inculpate tutela (the moderation of a blameless
defence). No extravagant claims were to be put forward, and
during the war itself guiltless folk, women and children, non-
combatants, and clerics were to be safeguarded from injury.

The question of the right of conquest in newly discovered
lands was very frankly dealt with by Vittoria. Sepulveda,
court chaplain and annalist to Charles V and tutor of his son,
the future Philip II, had published a treatise, in which he
described the Spanish conquest of America as a heaven-sent
mission, with full rights of possession arising from discovery and
first occupation, and ratified by the decree of Alexander VI
granting to Spain all the lands west of his famous line of
longitude. Vittoria was no courtier. He argued that the decree
did nothing more than fix a useful limit between the regions of
Spanish and Portuguese exploration and enterprise, as a safe-
guard against strife between two Christian peoples. The
Spaniards could claim no primary right of possession. That
belonged to the Indian chiefs and tribes. The Pope had only
direct dominion over Catholic peoples in matters spiritual. In
temporal affairs he had only a secondary and indirect right
where spiritual interests were involved, but he had no right
over non-Christian nations. From these the Spaniards might
claim only the use of friendly human intercourse, the right of
opening trade on fair conditions, and acquiring by just bargains
settlements and land.

His argument left, it is true, an opening for possible wars and
conquests, for he granted that in America, as in old Europe,
unprovoked attacks and unjust pretensions might be met by
armed force.

But his whole treatise was a plea for just and peaceful dealings
with the Indians. Conquest, he said, was not justified by the
wish to extirpate idolatry or evil and unnatural customs. That
must be left to peaceful mission zeal. He pointed out that in
Africa the Portuguese had opened trade, not by armed force,
but by agreements with native kings.